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254 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER 

The'first part restates the topics relating to the transition from predominantly 
rural to predominantly urban conditions, and leads up to the "problem of pro- 
viding a proper environment and of utilizing this excess leisure time in profitable 
training — one of the most serious as well as one of the most difficult problems 
now before us." Next are shown the various periods in the development of the 
American school, and an excellent summary is given of the important new factors 
in the function of the school. The third section shows some of the probable 
steps about to be taken. "To convey to the next generation the knowledge and 
the accumulated experience of the past is not its only function. It must equally 
prepare the future citizen for the tomorrow of our complex life." 

Frank A. Manny 

Kalamazoo, Mich. 



Education for Efficiency. By Charles W. Eliot. "Riverside Educational 

Monographs." New York: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1909. Pp. 58. Price 

35 cents. 

The editor of this series states in the introduction that "the measures for 
the hourly judgment of teaching" "are to be found in those qualities of the human 
personality which have an abiding worth under the tests of our civilization. 
They are the measures of personal culture and social efficiency. The teaching 
that fosters these ends succeeds; the teaching which neglects them fails." The 
social factor, according to the author, appears in "effective power for work and 
service during a healthy and active life" and in the fact that "training for power 
of work and service should be the prime object of education throughout life, no 
matter in what line the trained powers of the individual may be applied." 

These ends toward efficiency are considered under "The Training of the 
Senses and the Care of the Body;" "The Imparting of the Habit of Quick and 
Concentrated Attention;" "The Cultivation of the Critical Discernment of Beauty 
and Excellence in Things and in Words and Thoughts, in Nature and in Human 
Nature;" "The Judicial Faculty for the Wise Employment of Liberty;" "The 
Passion for Truth or the Fact as Distinguished from the Guess or Imagination ;" 
"The Native Power of Some Enthusiasm or Devotion." 

The second section is entitled "The New Definition of the Cultivated Man." 
Arnold's and Emerson's modifications of earlier ideas of cultivation, the inclusion 
by one of science and by the other of manual labor are accepted, although Presi- 
dent Eliot finds it necessary to include athletic sports in the term manual labor. 
Further qualifications which have received increased emphasis during the last 
hundred years are "character," a combination of "the knowledge of literature 
with knowledge of the 'stream of the world,' " acquaintance with those parts of 
"the infinite human store" which enable a man "with his individual personal 
qualities to deal best and sympathize most with other human beings," "new 
varieties of constructive imagination." These elements give us the "man of 
quick perception, broad sympathies, and wide affinities ; responsive, but inde- 
pendent ; self-reliant, but deferential ; loving truth and candor, but also modera- 
tion and proportion ; courageous, but gentle ; not finished, but perfecting." 

Frank A. Mann's 

Kalamazoo, Mich. 



